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South Holland District Council feedback on the draft SoCC 
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Appendix C-1.2 Statement of Community Consultation 
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Appendix C-1.3 SoCC Compliance 
 

Section of 
SoCC 

SoCC Commitment Compliance  

SoCC 
1.2 Consult with and have had 

regard to comments received 
from South Holland District 
Council and Lincolnshire 
County Council authorities on 
the SoCC. 

A 28-day consultation was held 
with local authorities on the 
SoCC between 31 October and 
29 November 2024. All 
comments received were 
considered and addressed 
within the final version of the 
SoCC that was published at the 
launch of the stage two 
consultation.  

1.2 Publish a notice in the Spalding 
Voice to provide details of 
where the SoCC can be 
inspected. 

The SoCC publication schedule 
was published, in accordance 
with section 47 and 48 of the 
Act in the following 
publications: 

Section 47 and 48 notice: 

• Spalding Voice (Thursday 
17 April 2025 and 
Thursday 24 April 2025) 

Section 48 notice: 

• The Guardian (Thursday 
24 April 2025) 

• London Gazette 
(Thursday 24 April 2025) 

1.2 Neighbouring local planning 
authorities will receive the 
SoCC for information purposes 
only. 

The SoCC was shared with the 
following neighbouring local 
planning authorities for 
information purposes: 
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SoCC 
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• South Kesteven District 
Council  

• Boston Borough Council  

• King’s Lynn and West 
Norfolk District Council  

• Fenland District Council  

• Peterborough City 
Council  

• Nottinghamshire County 
Council  

• Leicestershire County 
Council  

• Cambridgeshire County 
Council  

• Norfolk County Council.  

Consultation 

6.1 In advance of any mailings to 
the PCZ, elected members of 
Parish, District, County and 
Constituency offices were 
notified via email. 

An email was issued to elected 
members of Parish, District, 
County and Constituency offices 
on 24 April 2025 to confirm that 
the consultation period had 
opened and included a link to all 
consultation materials.  

6.1 The 6,828 addresses that were 
identified in the PCZ will be 
directly notified about the 
consultation. 

Under Section 47 of the Act, the 
Applicant has a duty to consult 
people living in the vicinity of 
the land that is required for the 
Application. 

All properties within PCZ were 
sent a copy of the newsletter via 
Royal Mail delivery service at 
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SoCC Commitment Compliance  

the start of the stage two 
consultation period. 

The Applicant notes that the 
PCZ increased from 6,810 
addresses during the stage one 
consultation. This change 
reflects an extension to the 
connection corridor boundary 
north of the A151, which was 
extended slightly further west. 

6.2 The stage two consultation will 
run for six weeks from 24 April 
to 8 June 2025. 

The stage two consultation took 
place from 24 April until 8 June 
2025. This is in excess of the 
statutory minimum period of 
28-days required by the Act.  

6.3 The Applicant will seek 
feedback on all aspects of the 
Scheme 

A comprehensive 12-page 
feedback form was developed 
to encourage comments on all 
key aspects of the Scheme. This 
included, but was not limited to: 

• General comments on 
the overall Scheme  

• The updated plans for the 
land parcel sites, 
including the indicative 
location of equipment 
and infrastructure within 
each  

• The connection corridor 
between the land parcels 
and connection at 
National Grid’s proposed 
Weston Marsh 
substation 
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• The indicative alignment 
for the overhead line 
within the grid 
connection corridor  

• The measures proposed 
to reduce the impacts 
associated with the 
construction, operation, 
maintenance and 
decommissioning of the 
Scheme 

• Suggestions on how 
Meridian Solar can 
benefit the local 
community; and  

• Any other feedback or 
local issues and 
sensitivities of which the 
Applicant should be 
aware. 

In addition to the Feedback 
Form, consultees could provide 
their feedback via any of the 
permitted feedback channels, 
including contacting the project 
team via the dedicated email 
address, phone number or 
Freepost. 

6.4 Will consult the following 
groups: 

• Local Authorities; 

• Residents and 
businesses;  

All the community groups 
outlined in Appendix 4 of the 
SoCC were consulted. All 
statutory consultee groups were 
contained within the Section 42 
consultation list and consulted. 
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SoCC Commitment Compliance  

• Landowners with 
interest in the Scheme;  

• Parish Councils;  

• Community groups;  

• Environmental groups in 
the vicinity of the 
Scheme;  

• Schools and colleges 
within the vicinity of the 
Scheme;  

• Seldom heard groups;  

• Statutory consultees; 

• Non-statutory 
consultees; and  

• Members of Parliament 
and Local Government 

Consultation materials  
6.5 The Applicant will use a range 

of methods to ensure that the 
consultation is inclusive and 
accessible for a broad range of 
stakeholder audiences.  

Non-digital methods are being 
used alongside the digital 
medium to provide alternative 
means for consultees to engage 
with the Scheme. 

Emails were sent to the 
following stakeholders on the 
day of the consultation launch 
to provide them of details about 
the consultation and a link to 
the consultation materials which 
were hosted on the Scheme 
website: 

• Section 47 stakeholders, 
including local 
community groups and 
the Scheme mailing list  

• Section 42 stakeholders 
where email addresses 
were obtained. 
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Section of 
SoCC 

SoCC Commitment Compliance  

• Section 44 stakeholders 
where email addresses 
were obtained. 

In addition to the website, hard 
copies of materials were also 
available upon request. Hard 
copies were also available to 
view at the in-person events 
and at five local information 
points. 

6.5 Upload two online information 
presentations to the Scheme 
website during the consultation 
period. The first presentation 
will provide an overview of our 
proposals and where to find out 
more information. The second 
presentation will be uploaded 
after the in-person events and 
will provide a summary of the 
main questions we were asked 
and responses to them. 

Two presentations were 
uploaded during the 
consultation period. The first 
provided an overview of the 
proposals and where to find out 
more information.  

The second included project 
team members responding to 
some of the common questions 
asked during the consultation 
period in video format. This was 
produced in an engaging format 
and aimed to further support 
people to understand the 
proposals ahead of submitting 
their consultation feedback. 

6.5 A Consultation Newsletter will 
be sent to all homes and 
businesses within the PCZ and 
is available on the consultation 
website, at our consultation 
events, information points, and 
on request by post.  

The Consultation Newsletter 
was sent via Royal Mail to all 
properties located within the 
PCZ. It was also attached to the 
emails that were issued to 
stakeholders on the day of the 
consultation launch.   

The newsletter was uploaded to 
the consultation website on the 
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SoCC Commitment Compliance  

day of the consultation launch 
and hard copies were available 
at all in-person events and at 
each of the five information 
points. The Applicant carried out 
regular checks to ensure stock 
levels at the information points 
were high throughout the stage 
two consultation period.  

The newsletter was also 
available in hard copy to those 
that requested it. Hard copies 
were posted via Royal Mail.  

6.5 A Consultation Newsletter will 
be sent to all homes and 
businesses within the PCZ and 
is available on the consultation 
website, at our consultation 
events, information points, and 
on request by post.  

The Consultation Newsletter 
was sent via Royal Mail to all 
homes and businesses located 
within the PCZ. It was also 
attached to the emails that were 
issued to stakeholders on the 
day of the consultation launch.   

The newsletter was uploaded to 
the Scheme website on the day 
of the consultation launch and 
hard copies were available at all 
in-person events and at each of 
the five information points. 
Throughout the consultation 
period, weekly stock checks of 
the materials in information 
points were carried out and 
replenished where necessary.  

The newsletter was also 
available in hard copy to those 
who requested it. Hard copies 
were posted via Royal Mail.  
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SoCC Commitment Compliance  

6.5 Hard copies of the Consultation 
Information Booklet are 
available at our consultation 
events, information points, and 
on request by post.  

 

Hard copies of the Consultation 
Information Booklet were 
available at all in-person events 
and at each of the five 
information points. Throughout 
the consultation period, weekly 
stock checks of the materials in 
information points were carried 
out and replenished where 
necessary.  

The Consultation Information 
Booklet was also available in 
hard copy to those who 
requested it. Hard copies were 
posted via Royal Mail. 

6.5 The Feedback Form can be 
completed online or 
downloaded if required and 
sent into the consultation via 
Freepost. Paper copies of the 
Feedback Form will be available 
at our consultation events, 
information points, and on 
request by post. 

Digital and hard copy versions 
of the Feedback Form were 
created for the consultation. 
The Scheme website included a 
link to the online Feedback 
Form, which could be completed 
and submitted directly. The 
website also included a link to a 
non-digital version of the 
Feedback Form that could be 
downloaded, printed, completed 
and then submitted via 
Freepost.  

Hard copies of the Feedback 
Form were available at all in-
person events and at each of 
the five information points. The 
Applicant carried weekly checks 
to ensure stock levels at the 
information points were high 
throughout the consultation 
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SoCC 

SoCC Commitment Compliance  

period. On 9 May 2025, the 
Applicant checked stock levels 
and replenished consultation 
materials at Crowland Library, 
Spalding Library, and Tonic 
Health Centre. A further restock 
was undertaken at Spalding 
Library on 23 May 2025.  

The Feedback Form was also 
available in hard copy to those 
that requested it. Hard copies 
were posted via Royal Mail. 

6.5 The NTS of the PEIR is available 
for download from the project 
website.  

Paper copies of the PEIR and 
NTS are available at our 
consultation events and in one 
local information point, 
Crowland Library, for reference. 

The PEIR and the NTS of the 
PEIR were both uploaded to the 
Scheme website, and available 
to download, on the day of the 
consultation launch.  

Hard copies of both were 
available to read at all in-person 
events, and were hosted at 
Crowland Library for the 
duration of the consultation 
period for anyone to view. 

6.5 The SoCC document will be 
available online as part of the 
consultation and is available in 
paper format at our 
consultation events and in one 
local information point. 

The SoCC was uploaded to the 
Scheme website, and available 
to download, on the day of the 
consultation launch.  

Hard copies of the SoCC were 
available to read at all in-person 
events, and was hosted at 
Crowland Library for the 
duration of the consultation 
period for anyone to view. 

6.5 At the start of the consultation 
period, hard copies of 

Hard copies of the consultation 
materials were deposited at 
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consultation materials were 
deposited in local information 
points located in the vicinity of 
the Scheme. 

local information points on the 
day of the consultation and 
remained there until the close of 
the consultation period. The 
location of the information 
points were as follows: 

Crowland Library, Hall Street, 
Crowland PE6 0EW  

Materials to take away: 

• Stage two consultation 
information booklet  

• Feedback form; and 

• Consultation newsletter. 

Materials for reference only:  

• PEIR  

• NTS; and 

• SoCC. 

Spalding Library, Victoria Street, 
Spalding PE11 1EA  

Materials to take away: 

• Stage two consultation 
information booklet  

• Feedback form; and 

• Consultation newsletter. 

Holbeach Library, Co-Op Store, 
5 Fleet Street, Holbeach, 
Spalding PE12 7AX  

Materials to takeaway  

• Stage two consultation 
information booklet  
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• Feedback form; and 

• Consultation newsletter. 

Tonic Health Centre Spalding, 6 
Broadgate House, Westlode 
Street, Spalding PE11 2AF  

Materials to takeaway:  

• Stage two consultation 
information booklet  

• Feedback form; and 

• Consultation newsletter. 

Tonic Health Centre Holbeach, 
Holbeach Hub, Boston Road 
South, Holbeach PE12 7LR  

Materials to takeaway:  

• Stage two consultation 
information booklet  

• Feedback form; and 

• Consultation newsletter.  

6.5 The consultation materials are 
available in hard copy for 
individuals at no extra charge 
(except the PEIR and NTS, hard 
copies of which can be 
requested for a charge of £0.35 
per page to cover printing and 
posting costs). If you require 
this information in an 
alternative format, such as 
Braille, large print or alternative 
languages, please contact us 
using the details in this SoCC. 

There were no requests for 
printed copies of materials that 
required a printing or postage 
charge, or request for 
information to be provided in an 
alternative format. 
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6.6 The public will be able to 
participate in, and respond to, 
the consultation through 
various methods. 

The public could take part in the 
stage two consultation in the 
following ways: 

• By attending one of the 
three in-person events 
hosted in an exhibition 
format at locations across 
the PCZ 

• By watching the two 
online information 
presentations, to learn 
about the Scheme and 
consultation materials 

• By visiting the Scheme 
website and accessing 
the materials 

• By using the interactive 
Scheme map, which was 
hosted on the website for 
users to engage with 
elements of the Scheme 
by zooming, dragging and 
clicking to reveal more 
information 

• By visiting one of the five 
information points at 
community venues to 
host copies of 
consultation materials 
and signposting to 
feedback channels 

• Providing feedback via 
any of the feedback 
channels provided 
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• Contacting the project 
team, including via a 
dedicated email address, 
phone number or 
Freepost.  

Promoting the consultation 
6.7 A local media press release will 

provide wider notification to 
local stakeholders of the 
consultation events, reaching 
stakeholders outside the 
consultation mailing zone. The 
press release would be briefed 
into local and regional media 
outlets.  

A press release was issued to 
the following publications ahead 
of the stage two consultation 
launch, for publication on the 
day the consultation 
commenced: 

• The Spalding and South 
Holland Voice  

• LincsOnline 

• Lincolnshire Live 

• Lincolnshire Echo 

• Peterborough Telegraph. 

The publications covered the 
PCZ and beyond to secure a 
wider coverage. It included 
information about the 
consultation including details of 
the in-person events and how 
people could view the materials 
and provide their feedback. 

6.7 Emails will be sent to 
stakeholders informing them of 
the statutory consultation 
launch, upcoming events, how 
to request further information, 
and how to feed back.  

Emails were sent to the 
following stakeholders on the 
day of the consultation launch 
to provide notification that the 
stage two consultation had 
formally launched, provide 
details about the events, how to 
provide feedback and how to 
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get in touch with the project 
team: 

• The Planning 
Inspectorate 

• Section 47 stakeholders, 
including local 
community groups and 
those on the Scheme 
mailing list  

• Section 42 statutory 
consultees that we 
obtained email addresses 
for. This included local 
Parish and District 
councillors; and  

• Section 44 land interests 
where an email address 
could be identified.   

6.7 Statutory notices to publicise 
the consultation and the SoCC 
will be published in local and 
national news publications. 

Statutory notices were 
published in the following 
publications, in accordance with 
Section 47 and 48 of the 
PA2008, to confirm details of 
the stage two consultation and 
the SoCC: 

Section 47 and 48 notice: 

• Spalding Voice (17 April 
2025 and Thursday 24 
April 2025) 

Section 48 notice: 

• The Guardian (24 April 
2025) 
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• London Gazette (24 April 
2025) 

6.7 The Applicant will run adverts in 
the local media during the 
consultation period. The 
adverts are designed in a clear, 
accessible format, clearly 
communicating what the 
consultation is about, when it is 
running and how to take part. 

 

A newspaper advert was 
published in the Spalding and 
South Holland Voice and the 
Peterborough Telegraph 
publications on the day of the 
stage two consultation launch.  

The adverts provided an 
overview of the consultation 
including the location of the in-
person events, details of how to 
provide feedback and a QR code 
linking to the Scheme website.  

6.7 Briefings with key political 
stakeholders have been offered 
to provide an opportunity for 
early feedback and input.  

 

Prior to the launch of stage two 
consultation, stakeholder 
briefings were offered to the 
Member of Parliament for South 
Holland and The Deepings, 
Lincolnshire County Council 
officers and members, South 
Holland District Council officers 
and members, mayoral 
candidates (as the local Mayoral 
elections took place near the 
start of the consultation launch), 
and Parish Councillors of the 
following Parish Councils: 

• Crowland  

• Fleet 

• Cowbit  

• Weston 

• The Moultons 
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• Holbeach 

• Whaplode 

• Sutton St Edmund; and 

• Gedney Hill. 

The briefings were offered to 
provide stakeholders with an 
opportunity to discuss the 
Scheme with the project team 
and provide their input.  

6.7 Three in-person events are 
being held at venues within the 
PCZ and publicised alongside 
online events in the Scheme 
launch newsletter, site notices, 
adverts and press releases. 

Events will be open for six 
hours, with one event held on a 
Saturday, and weekday event 
times running until 8pm to 
allow people to attend outside 
of normal working hours. 

In person events took place at 
the following venues, located 
with reference to the PCZ and 
in areas near the land parcels 
and along the grid connection 
corridor: 

• Sutton St Edmund Village 
Hall, Saturday 10 May 
2025, 10:30-16:30 

• Crowland Snowden 
Pavillion, Wednesday 21 
May 2025, 14:00-20:00 

• Weston Village Hall, 
Thursday 22 May 2025, 
14:00-20:00 

6.7.1 The Applicant will upload two 
online information 
presentations to the Scheme 
website during the consultation 
period. 

Two presentations were 
uploaded during the 
consultation period. The first 
provided an overview of the 
proposals and where to find out 
more information.  

The second included project 
team members responding to 
some of the common questions 
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asked during the consultation 
period in video format. This was 
produced in an engaging format 
and aimed to further support 
people to understand the 
proposals ahead of submitting 
their consultation feedback. 

Contact channels  
6.7.2 People will be able to find out 

about the consultation, ask 
questions and request 
documents through the Scheme 
Freephone number and email 
address which have remained 
the same from the non-
statutory consultation. 

A dedicated contact centre was 
created at the stage one 
consultation which remained 
open throughout the stage two 
consultation and beyond. 
People were able to contact the 
project team through the 
following channels: 

• Calling the Freephone 
line 0800 652 6120 
(9:00am to 5:30pm, 
Monday to Friday) 

• Emailing 
enquiries@meridiansolar.
co.uk; and 

• Writing to the Scheme: 
FREEPOST DOWNING 
MERIDIAN (no stamp 
required).  

Wider engagement  
6.8 Ongoing engagement has been 

undertaken ahead of the launch 
of the consultation with 
relevant stakeholders including 
local authorities and MPs, 
technical stakeholders such as 
Natural England, Historic 

All relevant local and parish 
councils, elected members for 
the county, and the MP South 
Holland and The Deepings were 
contacted at the launch of the 
stage two consultation and were 

mailto:enquiries@meridiansolar.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@meridiansolar.co.uk
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England and the Environment 
Agency, along with local 
interest groups, residents, and 
landowners who get in touch. 

kept informed about the 
Scheme.   

As part of this engagement, the 
Applicant encouraged 
stakeholders to contact the 
project team to arrange briefing 
meetings to discuss the Scheme. 
The Applicant subsequently met 
with the following stakeholders: 

• MP South Holland and 
The Deepings 

• SHDC (Officers) 

• LCC (Officers)  

• SHDC (Members) 

• LCC (Members) 

• Crowland Parish Council  

• Whaplode Parish Council; 
and,  

• Cowbit Parish Council. 

Stakeholders were also 
encouraged to share 
information about the 
consultation with members of 
their constituencies or local 
communities.  

Technical stakeholders were 
kept informed ahead of the 
stage two consultation as part 
of regular ongoing engagement. 

6.9 To ensure that seldom heard 
groups are encouraged to get 
involved in the consultation, the 

The Applicant carried out the 
following activities to ensure 
engagement with seldom heard 
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materials are prepared to be 
accessible and clear. 

groups was as accessible as 
possible:  

• Held events at a variety 
of times, including 
evenings and a weekend, 
to enable participation 
from people with 
different time 
commitments  

• Made provision for 
people who do not have 
access to the internet or 
are isolated by sending a 
community newsletter to 
every address within the 
PCZ and making key 
materials such as the 
consultation information 
booklet and feedback 
form available at 
information points  

• Chose accessible venues 
for local information 
points and in person 
events, where possible, 
side rooms at venues 
were also available allow 
communication in a quiet 
environment  

• Providing materials in 
alternative formats such 
as Braille or alternative 
languages, on request  

• Contacted local 
community and voluntary 
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organisations including 
parish councils and 
schools with Scheme 
information and 
encouraging them to 
promote the consultation 
through their own 
existing communication 
channels 

• Provided a variety of 
communication channels 
including a Freephone 
number, email address 
and Freepost address for 
those seeking 
information.  

In addition to properties within 
the PCZ, seldom heard groups 
that were contacted are listed in 
Appendix 4 of the SoCC. 

Feedback 
6.10 Feedback to the consultation 

should be submitted in writing 
or online to the by 11:59pm on 
Sunday 8 June 2025 

Consultation feedback could be 
submitted to the Scheme using 
the following methods:  

• Completing a feedback 
form online at 
www.meridiansolarfarm.c
o.uk 

• Completing a feedback 
form, and returning it 
free of charge to 
FREEPOST DOWNING 
MERIDIAN (no stamp 
required)  

http://www.meridiansolarfarm.co.uk/
http://www.meridiansolarfarm.co.uk/
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• Submitting completed 
feedback form by email 
to 
enquiries@meridiansolar.
co.uk 

• Providing free form 
comments by email or 
post.  

6.11 The Applicant will have regard 
to all feedback received during 
the consultation period. 

Following the close of the 
consultation at 11:59pm on 
Sunday 8 June 2025, the 
Applicant reviewed all 
comments and suggestions 
received during the stage two 
consultation period.  

The Applicant granted 
discretionary extensions to 
stakeholders on a case-by-case 
basis. All feedback received 
after the closing date of the 
stage two consultation will be 
considered alongside feedback 
submitted before the deadline. 
The Applicant took time to 
consider and have regard to all 
feedback when making further 
refinements to the proposed 
design and developing the 
planned mitigation measures. 

6.11 A Consultation Report will be 
produced as part of our 
application for development 
consent, which will be 
submitted as part of the 
Application. 

The Applicant will set out a 
summary of the feedback 
responses in a Consultation 
Report, which will detail how 
the Applicant has had regard to 
all feedback and how the 

mailto:enquiries@meridiansolar.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@meridiansolar.co.uk
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feedback has influenced the 
proposals.  

This report will form part of the 
application for development 
consent. 
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